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In Recognition of Congregational He_ritage

At the first annual meeting of the Congregational Association
of Florida, held at Winter Park March 18, 1884, a movement
was started to found a college.
At the next meeting o{ the Association, composed then of 13
pioneer churches, the first standard institution of higher learning
in Florida was opened. In all .the Southeast, comprising the States
of Southern Carolina, Georgia, Alaban;i.a, and Florida, Rollins was
the only college independent of control by Church and State.
Moreover, in common with other colleges of Congregational
heritage, Rollins was from its founding national in the selection
of professors and students.
In anticipation of the 75th anniversary year, 1960-1961, and
in recognition of its Congregational heritage, Rollins College
invited the Reverend Douglas Horton, Dean of the Harvard Divinity School, to preach on February 22, 1959, the sermon
preceeding the Mid-Winter Convocation. His text was "Science
and the Fear of God."
A church leader of international note, scholar, preacher and
author, Dr. Horton was formerly Minister of the General Council
of Congregational Christian Churches, the highest office in the
denomination which founded Rollins College.
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Science and the Fear of God
"And Benaiah , . . . also went down and slew a lion in
a pit on a day when snow had fallen." I Chron. 11 :22

Since no reporters were at hand, we do not know exactly what
kind of a pit this was. In later usage, "pit" is almost always
a digging into the ground that has been made by man, usually
to get water, but in the earlier days and perhaps originally it
was a cave-like formation in the irregular country of Palestine
at the bottom of which there was a spring. It was to such a
place in the wilderness that Hagar fled to escape Sarai, and at
such a place that the Israelites under Moses found water on the
edge of the Amorite country. It was at any rate a good place to
hide, as the lion seemed to know.
The Bible calls Benaiah one of David's "mighty men." He was
apparently one of the several soldiers of fortune possessed of
great strength and qualities of leadership with whom the man
who had fought his way to the kingship had surrounded himself.
Out on the trail on a day when a light snow had fallen he saw
tracks of a ,,- large wild animal leading to the entrance of the
pit and down into it. He took his sword and spear and followed
the animal into its place of hiding. It was an act that would have
marked a man for courage in any age: they wrote it in the
records then: and now almost thirty centuries after, we still
remember it.
I take the story as a parable. The wilderness through which
Benaiah was making his way when he saw the tracks is the lifescene in which all of us live. The pit is the unknown element
in it. Benaiah is you.
Actually there are many tracks that cross our path as we plod
along in life. Einstein saw the track of energy and the track of
matter leading off into the unknown and seeming to converge.
He set off in pursuit, and sure enough, at the point of his now
famous equation - energy is mass times the square of the speed
of light - he established the fact that the two are related. He
found his lion and slew it. Tracks leading off into uncertainties
are to be found in every area of human endeavor. George Washington Carver, the Negro chemist, saw many tracks in the
wilderness as he went his way, followed many of them up, and
by his discovery of the manufacturing possibilities of the peanut
overtook his quarry and put the whole human race in his debt.
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The founders of Rollins College, in the light of the metaphor I have been using, conceived the idea of opening a
school for the training of lion-hunters. The faculty would
be themselves expert trackers and would associate themselves with younger men who wanted to learn the art.
There would be a good deal of routine work in the
process, for what venture does not have its uninteresting
and tedious side? - for any safari the equipment has to
be collected, the rations planned, purchased, and placed
where they will not spoil, and the general organization
of the company and the work for each day explained
to and understood by all. That is to say, in the enterprise
of college life there is an inevitable amount of learning
to take place which can only be accounted dull: vocabularies must be memorized, arid periods of history searched through for the relatively few facts they may contain,
and many other matters which have to do with the machinery of education attended to. The whole is kept alive
and at least' mildlY. thrilling by the thought that now and
then the fresh spoor of a lion which could lead off into
the shadows of unknown locations may be encountered.
To track down and then to try one's strength against the
new truth that awaits you in the pit where no one previously has ventured to go - the excitement of this last
end of any course of intellectual adventure is enough to
infuse the whole, even the most humdrum parts, with an
electric quality.
The poets are full of this glad sense of finding the new truth
at the spot whither the trail, meticulously followed, has led.
The metaphors they use are different from ours, but the experience is easily identified:
Then I felt like some watcher of the skies
When a new planet swims into his ken;
Or like stout Cortez when with eagle eyes
He star'd at the Pacific - and all his men
Look'd at each other with a wild surmise Silent, upon a peak in Darien.

Thus Keats. Browning for his description goes not to the mountains but to the sea:
3

Are there not, dear Michal,
Two points in the adventure of the diver,
One - when, a beggar, he prepares to plunge,
One - when, a prince, he rises with his pearl?

The poetry in the life of a member of a faculty comes when
a student begins to understand what the hunt is all about when he awakes to the joy of the chase (to go back to our own
figure). Plato compares good teaching to "a light kindled from
a leaping spark which, once it has reached the soul, finds its own
fuel." So, now and again, the enthusiasm of the teacher, studying the tracks of some actuality with which he longs to come to
grips, is caught by a young man in a classroom seat - and this
Plato finds as much happiness in the possibilities of that young
Aristotle before him as he does in his own achievements. The
zest for lion-hunting is caught only by contagion. Rollins College
has known this all along, and has therefore searched for faculty
members with such readiness to enter any pit of as yet unilluminated darkness that they summon up the courage of all who are
near to them to do the same.
On the whole, the human race is doing pretty well with this
part of its lion-hunting. It has gone into many a pit, slain its
lions, and brought out new truth. Credit for killing the space
lion, or at least giving him his first mortal wounds, seems to
have gone to Ivan, and we ought not to be so narrow as to deny
him the praise - but in the whole spectrum of learning there
has been advance, and in most parts the West has shown its
prowess. And in the education of its sector of the Western world
Rollins College has had its place.
But this was obviously not the whole intent of the founders
of the College. Their writings make it clear that they believed
that religion had a place in education which cannot with impunity be voided. For them the fear of the Lord was the
beginning of science. Always a balance is sought for between
religion and learning - so that the latter will keep the former
broad enough to be relevant to the whole world's needs, and
the former will maintain in the latter, direction and worthy purpose. To study these possibilities I shall have to take you into
a new dimension.
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Heretofore the lions I have been talking about have been
the relatively harmless beasts that leave -their traces in our ordinary textbooks - the creatures stalked by physics, chemistry,
English, history, sociology, and the other disciplines of the college curriculum. These all have to do with things or the relationships of things, and the ideas that accompany these things and
their relationships. Sometimes you run into a cult, even on a
university campus, where it is believed that man with the instruments of science in his hands is divine in his capacities.
'l'he creed which these enthusiasts call from their minarets is:
There is no god but Man and Science is his prophet. We shall
probably all agree that so far as the lions we have been talking
about go - the visible, tangible, arrangeable lions of the curriculum - they are doomed. Benaiah-like, Man has it in his
power to slay them all. Nothing, that is, no thing, can resist man's
meddling intellect.
But when we come to religion, we do not talk about a
thing or the- relationship of things: we talk about God.
Where shall we find him? How shall we capture him
who also seems to hide from us?
There are those who hold that you must ·find him precisely
as you find other entities in the universe: you must comprehend
the Creator as you do any creation - scientifically. If you expect
to find him, you must detect his tracks on the landscape. He
then becomes the lion for you to capture in the pit.
Many have thought they have seen the tracks of God. Does
not primitive man do so? Mount Pelee erupts, for instance how can any but an immensely powerful god have effected such
a convulsion in nature? To some the sight of God's tracks across
the trail of existence are as clearly to be seen as any lion's.
I think it a most interesting fact that some people - say,
rather, most people - in this way associate particular events or
things with God's invasion of human life. There is no reason
why they should not, but it is noteworthy that they do because
there is NO necessity for them to do so, since there is always
some good physical or other material explanation for any event
or thing, the whole visible universe being, scientifically speaking,
a closed chain of cause and effect. When Martinique began to

tremble, there was no reason why the people should not have
said, "There has been another subterranean shift of the substance out of which the earth is made, and we are likely to have
an eruption." Why seek beyond the good secondary cause for
a first mystical divine cause? Why involve deity? If you have to
depend upon the tracks God makes in the material world in
order to find Him, you will undoubtedly have a difficult search,
for there is no event or thing in the natural universe which
cannot be explained from natural circumstances and which necessarily calls for a religious interpretation.
Others will say that you will not find God in this life at all
but that you will encounter him finally in that unknown, that
pit, to which you yourself will finally turn. When you go beyond
the last edge of what is known, subdue the last lion to cross
your path, you will not only discover God but you will discover
that he has been with you all the time.
I think you will, but how can you know that you will according
to the canons of decent science? How can you tell what is in the
dark of the pit before you get there? How can you know the
circumstances of tomorrow before tomorrow's dawn? Life is
chancy, else it would not be life. Here the story of Benaiah
begins to assert its stirring quality. When you get to the end
of your journey, how do you know you will find a beneficent
and just God? Why should you not fall into a void rather than
into the arms of the everlasting Father? You pursue your Moby
Dick through life: what is to prevent the last sight of you being
that of Ahab caught with his own lines and carried into the abyss
on the back of a monster leviathan of the deep? Benaiah has no
mirrors to help him to see his objective before he gets there.
He has to face what is scientifically unknown: Jean Paul Sartre
could not have imagined a more existential situation.
If you do not find God in the tracks that cross your own trail
and cannot honestly guess that he will reveal himself in the last
shadow of the pit, where can he be available?

As Benaiah stood there, examining those tracks and wondering
whether he ought to risk his life by going down into the wet and
murky pit, he was inwardly motivated by something that does
not leave any traces that the eye can see, something that cannot
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be scientifically explained. He knew that a lion was an enemy
of the villagers: it took toll of the flocks and might even attack
a man. Here was one cornered in a hole. He could easily have
rationalized the situation - this is no time to stop for lions: my
people are expecting me - I might get killed, and then what
· will happen to my family {pure altruism!) - the place to fight
lions is in the open, not in a constricted cave, where you do not
have space enough to draw back your spear or brandish your
sword - furthermore, it is the job of men who own the sheep
in the nearby village to kill their own lions.
He might have thought of all these arguments. But the fact was
that he did not argue: he presented to himself no scientific inquiries as to whether he should or should not go in and kill that
lion. He deeply knew that he could not be himself if he should
hurry by. He could not regard himself as a man unless he
went in and got that lion. He deeply knew that in the world
he lived in, men ,went in and killed lions. It was as simple as that.
He felt at home in that kind of world and knew he would be
offending against the spirit of it if he fook counsel from his
fears rather than his courage.
Now to go back to you, Benaiah the student, Benaiah the man of
Rollins, I never could prove, that is, show so that the eye could see
it, that it is worth while knowing anything. If you do not know
the fun of learning, it will be too easy for you to rationalize
away the need for it. You can always be too busy with other
things. So far as I know there is no scientific proof that it was
worth the time of young Keats to look into Chapman's Homer but try to prove to him that it was not! He knew beyond any
alleged proof that you might have adduced to the contrary that
it is good for the human spirit to breathe the pure serene
of Homer. Browning makes Paracelsus say: "I see my way as
birds their trackless flight:" he knew by a kind of instinct that
the life of the mind, with its studies and enquiries, is simply the
life of man. One cannot give it up and still remain a man, as
many a person who has been compelled to do by the much
business of middle life has confessed. If you know the joy of
following an idea off into the pit of the unknown and grappling
with it until you have been able to bring it out and show its
meaning to the world, there is no further argument for such
7

action that you need, and no argument against it that could
dissuade you from it. This meta-physical; this is beyond science,
but it gives science its meaning.
The religious life has this same quality. God cannot be compared
to the lion that leaves tracks on the ground, nor must we wait to
know him until we have gone into some ultimate pit beyond this
life. He is found in the same way that Benaiah found it the part
of a man to slay the lion and in the same way that any true
man finds it necessary to seek and pioneer in the realm of the
mind. As every soul knows that it must choose the heroic and
turn away from the unheroic, and forever search for truth and
eschew ignorance, so it knows that it must live with God and not
alone. It will never be able to tell scientifically of the strange
companionship it feels at sight of Christ suffering on a cross,
but this is because faith is a kind of knowledge that cannot be
set forth on paper, for the eye to see. It is a basic thing, like
the sense of being alive. That is indeed what it is - the sense
of being completely alive, for when one is alive to God he is
alive to the whole world and feels at home in it. It is an attribute of true man.
Religion at its best has therefore something of the quality
of a sense of honor. One of Stevenson's stories tells of a wayfarer
in France who slept so peacefully one summer night in a meadow
under the canopy of stars that in the morning, out of sheer
gratitude, he whimsically emptied the coins in his purse on the
ground and left them there in payment for the unstinted hospitality which he had received. True religion is suggested by
the episode. A man at his best feels that he must show gratitude
to someone for his abundant life. Benaiah feels the need to seek
out the lion when he is aware of his tracks. Here the situation
is reversed.
Man, is aware of God's tracks in his heart when he
feels the need to seek him.
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Designed by Ralph Adams Cram, the Knowles Memorial Chapel
is a structure symbolic of the Rollins College Campus. It was
given by Frances Knowles Warren in memory of her father
F. B. Knowles, a founder of Rollins.
The first Convocation of Rollins was held in the Congregational
Church of Winter Park on November 4, 1885. Chapel services
were held in this church until March 1886. From this date until
December 1909, when it was destroyed by fire, convocations and
chapel services were held in the auditorium of the Knowles
Hall, first building on the campus.
Upon completion of the new Knowles Hall, convocations and
religious services were held in its second floor auditorium.
Between 1929 and 1932 services were held in the Recreation Hall.
With the dedication of the Knowles Memorial Chapel on
March 29, 1932, convocations, services of worship and similar
events have taken place in this sanctuary.

